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New Season of Now Hear This Explores Two Celebrated 
Composers and Two Musical Capitals 
 
Scott Yoo Returns to Host Season 7, Premiering Friday, April 10 on 
PBS 
 
Scott Yoo, violinist and conductor of the Mexico City Philharmonic, returns to host the seventh 
season of the critically acclaimed miniseries Now Hear This from Great Performances to 
explore the lives and works of Johannes Brahms and Scott Joplin, two celebrated composers 
whose careers did not go as planned; alongside the music scene of two major musical 
epicenters: Istanbul and Iceland. Merging performance, travel, and cultural experiences, 
Season 7 of Great Performances: Now Hear This premieres Fridays, April 10-May 1 at 9/8c 
on PBS, pbs.org/gperf and the PBS App.  
 
Great Performances: Now Hear This - “Brahms: Free But Alone" 
Premieres Friday, April 10 at 9/8c on PBS, pbs.org/gperf and the PBS app 
Johannes Brahms was a quiet, private person, but he lived a full life, bearing a responsibility he 
didn’t want, a woman he couldn’t be with, and a legacy he couldn’t live up to. Scott Yoo 
journeys across Germany with pianist Elisabeth Brauss and cellists Johannes Moser and Max 
Hornung to find a window into Brahms’ inner life. Through his personal photo collection and a 
visit to his summer hideaway, preserved as Brahms left it years ago, Scott Yoo discovers how 
Brahms reached a turning point in his life to become one of the greatest composers ever 
known. 
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Great Performances: Now Hear This - “Everyone Loves Joplin" 
Premieres Friday, April 17 at 9/8c on PBS, pbs.org/gperf and the PBS app 
Scott Joplin was the king of ragtime, a new kind music for the turn of the 20th century. Rick 
Benjamin’s Paragon Ragtime Orchestra takes Scott Yoo back in time to experience the music, 
movies and style of that era. Pianist John Novacek paints a picture of the birth of ragtime and 
the Joplin revival that finally brought him international fame. Meanwhile, opera director Weyni 
Mengesha restages Joplin’s magnum opus, “Treemonisha,” for the 21st century.  
 
Great Performances: Now Hear This - “The Call of Istanbul" 
Premieres Friday, April 24 at 9/8c on PBS, pbs.org/gperf and the PBS app 
Istanbul sits at the crossroads of Asia and Europe, a melting pot of diverse peoples, languages 
and ideas. With star Turkish pianist Fazil Say, conductor Çem Mansur, and a host of Anatolian 
folk and Turkish jazz musicians, Scott Yoo and his wife, flutist Alice Dade, explore the city. They 
discover the art, food, traditions, and fusion of cultures that shape the music of today’s Istanbul, 
revealing a musical heritage that has influenced Western music.  
 
Great Performances: Now Hear This - “The Iceland Sound" 
Premieres Friday, May 1 at 9/8c on PBS, pbs.org/gperf and the PBS app 
Fewer people live in Iceland than in Wichita, Kansas, yet it produces some of the best 
musicians in the world. To find out how, Scott Yoo crosses this sunlit, rainy, volcanic land of 
extremes to meet composers Anna Thorvaldsdottir and Daniel Bjarnason, popular musician 
JFDR, instrument makers, music historians, and one of Iceland’s most famous chefs. From a 
clarinet choir, a troll stone, a volcano, and the loudest symphony ever written, Scott learns how 
Iceland’s unique landscape and culture combine to create this musical hotbed. 
 

For more than 50 years on PBS, Great Performances has provided an unparalleled 
showcase of the best in all genres of the performing arts, serving as America’s most prestigious 
and enduring broadcaster of cultural programming. Showcasing a diverse range of artists from 
around the world, the series has earned 67 Emmy Awards and six Peabody Awards. The Great 
Performances website hosts exclusive videos, interviews, photos, full episodes and more. The 
series is produced by The WNET Group. Great Performances is available for streaming 
concurrent with broadcast on PBS.org and the PBS App. 

Now Hear This was created by producer, writer and director Harry Lynch and is a 
production of Arcos Film + Music. Harry Lynch, Scott Yoo and Richard Lim are executive 
producers. Great Performances is produced by The WNET Group. For Great Performances, 
Bill Kabel is producer, Bill O’Donnell is series producer and David Horn is executive producer. 

Series funding for Great Performances is provided by The Joseph and Robert Cornell 
Memorial Foundation, the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation, the Thea Petschek 
Iervolino Foundation, Jody and John Arnhold, the S. Irving and Anne Nevard Sherr Foundation, 
the Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation, The Starr 
Foundation, Madeline and Stephen Anbinder, Leni and Peter May, and Ellen and James S. 
Marcus. Additional funding is provided by The V & L Marx Foundation in memory of Virginia and 
Leonard Marx.  
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Websites: http://pbs.org/gperf, http://facebook.com/GreatPerformances,  
@PBSGreatPerformances, http://youtube.com/greatperformancespbs, giphy.com/great-
performances #GreatPerformancesPBS  

About The WNET Group 
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse 
audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s 
flagship PBS station – WLIW, THIRTEEN PBS KIDS, WLIW World and Create; NJ PBS, New 
Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, 
the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channel PBS Nature. 
Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, 
news, documentary, entertainment, and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each 
month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great 
Performances, American Masters, and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news 
programs like NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, 
The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series 
Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and 
caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group 
presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including initiatives addressing 
poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding, and the environment. Through 
Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The 
WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.   
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